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Contents  of  Previous  “ Red  Van  Reports.” 

— 

The  Reports  of  1891  and  1892  are  now  altogether 'out  of  print.* 
The  following  can  be  supplied : — 

Repoet  for  1893  — Contents : Introductory — An  Important  Con- 
ference— How  Landlords  Argue — A Reactionary  County  Council — 
The  Village  Greens— A Striking  Contrast— Some  Labourers’  Budgets 
— The  Depopulation  of  the  Villages — Sweated  Women — Slavery  in 
East  Wilts — The  Cottage  Homes  of  England — ‘‘Model”  Villages — 
“Britons  Never  Shall  be  Slaves  I” — The  Landlord' as  Confiscator — 
Two  Cartoons  by  “ Cynious.”  [Very  scarce^  price  6d.] 

Report  for  1894.  Contents : Introductory — The  Campai^  of 
1894 — Imitation  and  Opposition — The  Right  of  Public  Meeting — 
The  Village  Schools— Parish  Councils  Propaganda — In  the  Workhouse 
and  Out  of  It — The  Labourer’s  Home  (with  three  illustrations  from 
photographs) — Village  Slums  —A  Question  of  Assessment— Some 
Labour  Agreements — Allotment  Rules — The  Labour  Commissioner 
and  the  Red  Van  Man — The  Story  of  a Boycotted  Shoemaker — ^Two 
Cartoons  by  “ Cynicus.”  [Scarce,  price  3d,] 

Report  for  1895. — Contents : By  Way  of  Preface — A French 
Economist  on  the  “ Red  Vans  ’’—The  Campaign  of  1895— The  Story 
of  a Collapse— The  Right  of  Open-Air  Meeting— Many  Threats  and 
Some  Prosecutions— A Silly  Slander— “ The  Wilds  of  Worcester- 
shire  ” — The  Roads  and  the  Unemployed — The  New  Councils— A 
Parish  Council  at  W^ork— Assessments — An  Example  to  be  Followed— 
Access  to  Land— The  Dog  in  the  Manger— A County  Council  that 
would  not  “ enquire  ” — How  a County  Council  did  “ enquire  ’ — 
“Even  that  which  he  hath”— The  Value  of  Allotments— Allotment 
Law : As  it  is ; As  it  Might  be— Landlordism  and  Slavery — Cartoon 
by  “ Cynicus  ’—The  Latest  Portrait  of  The  Late  William  Saunders, 
M.P.,  Hon.  Treasurer  cf  the  League  —Photograph  of  one  of  the  Red 
Vans.  [One  Penny^  post-free,  l^d.] 
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Aylesbury — Justices’  Justice — Dangerous  Bye-Laws — Indirect  effects 
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—Exit  Superintendent  Tyler— An  Appeal  for  Fair  Play— “ Unsolicited 
Testimonials” — “Local  Government”  in  the  ViUages — Landlord 
Relief  and  Parish  Rates— The  Duke’s  Parishes  and  the  Duke’s  Councils 
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Light” — Parish  Councils — District  Coimoils — The  “ Landlord  Relief 
Act,”  1896— Cartoon,  by  “Cynicus”  (“The  Patient  Ass”)— Photo- 
graph of  three  Red  Vans,  “ Ready  for  the  Start,  1896.”  [One  Penny ^ 
post-free  l^d. ; 5s.  per  100,  carriage  forward,] 
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five  years’  guarantee  of  £1,000  a year  for  the  Eed  Van 
campaign  expired  in  1896.  Unfortunately  for  the  cause,  death 
-L  had  removed  some  of  the  most  generous  supporters  of  the 
work,  and  others  of  the  original  guarantors  were  unable,  for 
private  reasons,  to  renew  their  subscriptions  in  full,  or  to  renew  them 
at  all.  With  a diminished  income,  the  Committee  found  themselves 
unable,  in  1897,  to  put  more  than  two  Vans  into  the  field.  While 
congratulating  the  members  and  subscribers  of  the  League  on  the 
good  work  which  was  done  by  these  Vans,  the  Committee  earnestly 
appeal  for  further  help,  in  the  shape  of  annual  subscriptions,  small 
or  large,  in  order  that  at  least  three  Vans  may  be  sent  out,  in  the 
summer  of  1898,  to  carry  on  the  battle  against  land  monopoly.  A 
landlord  Cabinet,  backed  by  a very  large  majority,  has  already  voted 
£10,000,000  of  public  money  to  its  landlord  supporters,  who  are 
hungry  for  still  further  “ relief  ” at  the  expense  of  their  industrious 
fellow-citizens.  As  the  day  approaches  when  this  Cabinet  must 
submit  its  record  to  the  judgment  of  the  electors,  the  need  for  such 
educational  work  as  the  League  carries  on  by  means  of  its  Red  Vans 
becomes  more  and  more  urgent. 


The  Campaign  of  1897. 

One  of  the  Vans,  under  the  charge  of  W.  W.  Bartlett,  spent  the 
whole  season  in  Essex  — the  county  which  earned  an  imen viable 
notoriety  in  consequence  of  the  pessimist  Report  on  the  condition  of 
agriculture  therein,  presented  to  the  Royal  Commission  on  Agriculture 
a few  years  ago  by  Mr.  Hunter  Pringle : the  county,  too,  whose 
reactionary  Council  was  prevented,  by  the  determined  resistance  of 
the  League,  about  four  years  ago,  from  adopting  a series  of  Bye  Laws* 
as  to  Vans,  which  would  have  made  it  impossible  to  carry  on  Red 
Van  work  within  its  borders.  The  other  Van,  under  the  charge  of 
George  Palmer,  travelled  to  Leicestershire,  by  way  of  Aylesbury 
and  Northampton,  and  visited  the  villages  in  those  electoral 
divisions  which,  for  lack  of  time,  were  left  unfinished  in  1896. 
On  its  return  journey,  this  Van  passed,  by  way  of  Coventry  and 
Birmingham,  into  a part  of  the  Black  Country  which  has  been 

^ See  Bed  Van  Beport,  1893,  pp.  8-10. 
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brought  prominently  before  the  public  during  the  past  twelve  months, 
in  consequence  of  the  destruction  wrought  by  Lord  Dudley  s “““Jg 
operations.  Meetings  were  held  in  this  district  at  Quarry  Bank, 
Brierley  Hill,  Dudley,  Wordsley,  Netherton,  Cradley  Heath,  and 
Kingswinford.  Not  the  least  interesting  portion  of  the  present 
Report  will  be  found  in  those  pages  which  expose  in  somewhat 
unusual  detail,  the  dealings  of  one  particul^  landlord  with  one 
particular  district.  The  fact  that  this  landlord  happens  also  to  be  a 
member  of  Her  Majesty’s  present  Government,  will  hardly  detract 
from  the  interest  of  the  story  as  revealed  m Mr.  Pal^mer  s d^y 
reports,  and  confirmed  and  iUustrated  by  the  investigations  of  the 

League  Office.* 

Brentwood  Again. 

The  Report  for  1895f  records  a dispute  with  the  agents  of  ^e  lord 
of  Shenfield  manor  as  to  the  right  of  meeting  on  the  ^een.  On  that 
occasion  the  notice  of  trespass  was  disregarded,  and  two  subsequent 
meetings  were  held  at  the  same  place  later  in  the  year  without 
interference.  This  year  the  agents  again  threatened  prosecution,  and 
it  was  determined  in  consequence  to  postpone  the  meeting  and  make 
a special  point  of  the  right  of  speech  in  that  particular  place  As  a 
result  of  this  appeal  to  the  inhabitants  of  Brentwood  and  district  an 
exceUent  and  orderly  meeting  of  some  four  hundred  persons 
assembled;  CounciUor  George  Hammond  co-operated  with  local 
friends  of  the  League  in  jilacing  before  them  a resolution  protesting 
against  “the  repeated  attempts  on  the  part  of  the  stewards  of  the 
manor  of  Shenfield  to  deprive  the  people  of  their  ancient  right  of 
meeting  on  the  village  green,”  which  was  cordially  adopted.  Late  m 
September  the  Van  on  its  homeward  journey  was  diverted,  in  order 
that  another  meeting  might  be  held  on  the  green,  and  a smaller  but 
good  audience  attended,  and  no  interference  was  even  threatened. 

Chelmsford  “ Gentlemen.” 

Chelmsford^  had  not  on  the  occasions  of  previous  visits  of  the  Vans 
yielded  audiences  worthy  of  its  importance.  On  this  journey  the 
route  was  so  arranged  that  three  or  four  meetings  had  been  m 
the  vicinity  before  the  stronghold  was  approached.  The  effect  of  this 
advertisement  was  seen  in  an  audience  of  500  assembled  m front  of 
the  Shire  Hall  to  hear  the  lecturer,  who  addressed  them  from  the 
caimon  there  situated  instead  of  from  the  Van.  The  “ gentlemen, 
present  in  large  numbers,  interrupted  freely,  and  at  the  conclusion  of 
the  proceedings  mobbed  the  lecturer  and  two  local  fnends  who  had 
taken  part  in  the  meeting.  The  police  had  a sharp  tussle  with  these 
“Jubilee”  enthusiasts,  and  conveyed  the  three  victims  to  the  police 
station,  whence  they  departed  to  their  respective  homes  later  by 
circuitous  routes.  Whether  the  assailants  were  disappointed  at  the 

* A full  table  of  all  the  meetings  held  with  the  Ked  Vans,  1891-97,  will  be  found 
in  the  Appendix.  , 

\ EedVanEeport,lBQ5,v&ge5. 

* See  the  issues  of  the  Essex  Neivitnan  and  Essex  County  Chronicle  for  July, 
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absence  of  the  Van,  or  whether  it  was  part  of  the  “ Jubilee  ” celebra-. 
tion,  which  at  Chelmsford  consisted  mostly  of  quarrelling,  cannot  be 
determined.  The  effect  of  the  incident  was  seen  in  large  meetings  at 
Great  Baddow  and  Writtle  on  the  two  following  days,  partially 
consisting  of  Chelmsford  “ gentlemen,”  great  difficulty  in  securing 
accommodation  for  the  Van  in  the  neighbourhood,  and  probably  in 
the  attempt  made  at  Great  Leighs  to  run  the  Van  into  a ditch,  an 
attempt  which  was  frustrated  by  the  foresight  of  the  lecturer  in 
having  chained  and  padlocked  the  wheel.  Nor  should  it  be  disregarded 
that  contemporaneously  the  lecturer  reports,  “Vorking-men  very 
enthusiastic.”  Chelmsford  must  try  again  ; as  a famous  Quaker  has 
said,  “ Force  is  no  remedy ; ” nor,  we  may  add,  is  it  an  answer  to 
reason  and  argument. 

Tory  Rowdies  at  Hinckley. 


Hinckley,  in  Leicestershire,  afforded  similar  experiences.  It 
possesses  a Market  Place.  The  market  tolls  are  the  propertj% 
by  purchase,  of  a Mrs.  Lovett.  Some  years  ago,  the  Local  Board 
erected  a lamp-post  in  the  Market  Place.  Mrs.  Lovett  brought 
a successful  action  against  the  Board  for  opening  “her”  ground 
without  her  consent,  and  the  erection  of  the  lamp  cost^  the 
town  J£l,800.  On  June  23rd,  1897,  in  the  midst  of  the  “Jubilee” 
celebrations,  the  Red  Van  arrived*  at  Hinckley  and  took  up  its 
position  in  the  Market  Place,  near  the  lamp.  At  two  o’clock  on 
the  following  morning,  the  lecturer  was  aroused  from  sleep  by 
an  attack  upon  the  Van,  which  was  moved  rapidly  forward  till 
it  collided  with  the  lamp  aforesaid.  The  police  promptly  secured 
the  names  and  addresses  of  eight  persons  who,  having  just  left 
the  Conservative  Club,  had  been  seen  pushing  the  Van.  Fortunately 
the  Van  was  but  slightly  damaged,  while  its  inmates  escaped  unhurt. 
But  the  damage  done  to  the  town  lamp  was  serious,  and,  in  respect  of 
this  damage,  the  police  talked  of  prosecuting. 

On  September  6th,  the  lecturer  paid  a return  visit  to  Hinckley,  and 
found  that  the  affair  had  been  hushed  up.  But  the  following  state- 
ments were  made,  on  credible  authority,  to  the  lecturer:  (1)  Ihat 
on  the  evening  of  June  23rd,  at  a supper  held  in  the  Conservative 
Club,  one  of  the  orators  called  attention  to  the  Van,  saying  that  its 
presence  in  the  Market  Place  was  a disgrace  to  the  town,  that  it 
ought  to  be  removed,  and  that  thirty  years  ago  it  w'ould  have  been 
promptly  removed  by  the  young  men  of  the  town.  (2)  That  a band 
of  youths,  led  by  the  son  of  a prominent  member  of  the  Urban 
District  Council,  subsequently  tried  to  act  on  this  suggestion. 
(3)  That  about  £4  was  paid  in  respect  of  the  damage  done  to  the 
lamp,  and  the  prosecution  thus  averted.  (4)  That,  in  order  to  avoid 
the  publication  of  names,  the  money  (said  to  have  been  foimd  by  the 
Councillor  just  referred  to)  was  paid  through  the  funds  of  the 
Conservative  Club.  Comment  would  be  superfluous. 

The  “ General  Idea  ” in  Essex. 

The  League’s  methods  at  any  time  may  or  may  not  be  successful, 
but  at  any  rate  they  are  not  stereotyped.  This  year,  therefore,  the 
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Essex  Van  worked  a portion  of  the  county  in  great  detail ; 
induce  some  increased  interest  and  activity 

Guardians  and  Rural  District  CouncUlors.  It  need  hardly  be  saul 
thaT^thrLeaeue  is  always  the  English  Land  Restoration  League,  but 

SlaTns -a 

deemed  wise  to  stir  up  such  persons  as  could  be  induenced  to  . 
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and  as  Milton  said,  “ We  measure  not  our  cause  by  our  success,  but 
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it  was  ine%dtable  that  there  should  be  some  where  the  attendance  was 
qmall  The  scantiness  of  population  will  be  better  reahsed  when  it 

TssenSle^  harvesting  operations,  and  to  a slight  extent,  jubilee  fetes, 

an  audience  of  100,  men,  women  and  children,  assembled. 

Distressed  Essex. 
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The  Real  Black  Essex. 
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"the  needs  of  the  labourers.  At  Navestock,  in  Ongar  Union,  the 
lecturer  found  ten  small  cottages  in  a row  inhabited  on  the  average 
by  ten  persons  each.  Some  cottages  at  Maplestead  and  Pebmarsh, 
he  describes  as  hovels.  But  these  are  only  a degree  worse  than  those 
in  other  villages ; the  description  “ small ; bad  condition,”  recurs 
constantly  in  the  reports.  The  borough  of  Saffron  Walden  deserves 
reference ; in  that  sanctuary  of  the  Society  of  Friends,  where  a 
publican  is  regarded  as  almost  an  outcast,  “ the  labourers’  cottages 
are  all  in  one  quarter — a horrible  kind  of  labourers’  ghetto,  of  which 
Castle  Street  is  the  centre.  The  houses  are  small,  inconvenient, 
without  proper  air  space,  and  in  insanitary  condition.  Some  few  have 
a few  square  yards  of  drying  ground.” 

The  water  question  is  exceedingly  mgent  in  many  parishes,  and 
likely  to  remain  so.  Certain  District  Councillors,  like  other  more 
exalted  personages,  are  adherents  of  “ private  enterprise  ” principles. 
The  thing  which  they  do  does  not  differ  from  the  proceedings  of  any 
properly  constituted  water  company  in  principle,  but  it  lacks  legal 
sanction.  They  have  the  water  supply  of  the  parish  in  their  possession 
— the  only  well,  spring,  or  decent  pond,  is  on  their  farm — and  they 
retail  water  to  the  inhabitants  at  per  bucket.  The  importance  of  this 
proceeding  on  the  part  of  District  Councillors  lies  in  their  being  the 
water  authority  for  the  district ; their  position  as  representatives  of 
their  parishes  entitles  them,  and  that  rightly,  to  be  considered  by  the 
Covmcil  as  the  authority  on  its  needs  and  desires.  In  other  parishes 
the  owners  of  wells  give  water  to  their  neighbours ; sometimes  a 
whole  block  of  cottages  is  dependent  upon  a public-house  for  its 
supply.  At  Wimbish,  near  Saffron  Walden,  the  “ inhabitants  dip 
water  from  pools  ” ; at  West  Hanningfield,  the  only  supply  not  m 
private  hands,  is  a ditch  or  pond,  also  used  as  a sheep- wash  and  at 
many  places,  pond  water,  sometimes  described  as  “ ropy  ” by  the 
drinkers,  or  as  the  humorous  chairman  of  the  Billericay  Council  said 
of  the  supply  in  his  parish,  as  “ better  than  medicine,”  is  all  that  is 
available  for  the  labourers  and  sometimes  the  farmers  as  well. 

Farmer  and  Labourer. 

The  characteristic  Essex  farm  is  a large  one,  but  the  size  of 
individual  holdings  here  and  there  is  abnormal.  A thousand  acres  is 
by  no  means  uncommon,  several  farmers  hold  two  thousand  acres  or 
more,  nor  is  the  limit  reached  when  another  thousand  is  added. 
Sometimes  the  concentration  is  due  to  the  farms  having  been  thrown 
on  the  hands  of  the  landholders,  who  cultivate  them  through  bailiffs  ; 
elsewhere  it  is  an  accompaniment  of  the  conversion  from  arable  to 
pasture.  The  large  cultivators  frequently  hold  part  and  rent  part  of 
their  farms,  employ  generally  few  labourers,  and  are  omnipotent  in 
their  districts.  A labourer  who  gets  a bad  name  from  one  of  them  is, 
therefore,  at  a great  disadvantage,  and  in  consequence  the  labourers 
are  probably  more  dependent  than  in  any  county  in  England. 

Allotments  are  generally  small  in  extent;  many  parishes  have 
none.  Where  they  exist  the  rent  is  commonly  five  or  six  times  as 
great  as  is  paid  by  farmers.  As  the  working  horns  in  summer  are 


from  6 a.m.  to  5,  5.30,  or  6 p.m.,  and  in  winter  from  light  to  dark, 
and  to  any  time  in  the  evening  during  hay-making  and  harvest,  it  is 
obvious  that  spare  time  and  energy  for  the  display  of  “private 
enterprise  ” would  not  be  plentiful.  Part  of  the  glebe  land  which  is 
let  as  allotments  at  West  Hanningfield  at  40s.  per  acre,  was  roadside 
waste  within  the  memory  of  an  inhabitant,  some  fifty  years  ago.  So 
is  that  bulwark  of  freedom,  private  property  in  land,  strengthened 
even  in  this  degenerate  century  ! 

In  such  a county,  parish  councils  can  seldom  exercise  much 
influence ; one  of  their  most  useful  functions  has  been  to  take  over 
the  charities.  For  example,  the  Parish  Council  of  Navestock  has 
taken  over  Green’s  Charity,  and  distributed  in  1895,  94,  and  in  1896, 
106  tickets,  each  worth  half-a-guinea,  to  be  expended  in  boots.  But 
previously  10  to  20  tickets  only  were  distributed.  Otherwise  they 
have  at  times  been  useful  as  thorns  in  the  side  of  the  Eural  District 
Councils.  Any  improvements  by  the  latter  bodies  are  largely  due  to 
the  initiative  of  the  Parish  Councils ; some  of  the  more  important 
villages  have  done  jvhat  they  could  for  themselves  in  the  provision  of 
street  lamps,  mending  of  footpaths,  and  other  small  activities,  but 
those  which  really  desire  to  make  substantial  improvements  have 
found  it  necessary  to  apply  for  urban  powers.  The  Rural  District 
Councils  are  controlled  absolutely  by  the  large  farmers,  to  whom 
sanitation  is  frequently  a “ fad  ” and  always  an  extravagance. 

The  “ Living  Wage  ” in  Leicestershire. 

At  the  time  of  the  Van’s  visit,  the  Labour  Gazette  was  giving  a 
depressing  account  of  the  industries  of  Leicestershire.  Mr.  Palmei 
only  heard  of  one  pit  in  the  county  where  the  men  were  working  full 
time,  i.e.,  five  days  a week— Saturday  being  universally  regarded  as  a 
holiday.  Most  of  the  miners  were  only  working  two  days  a week. 
A few  years  ago,  in  the  great  miners’  lock-out,  the  men  stood  out  for 
a **  living  wage.”  Since  then  they  have  had  to  submit  to  a reduction 
of  ten  per  cent.,  so  that  the  average  earnings  of  a Leicestershire 
miner  were,  last  summer,  less  than  two-fifths  of  a “living  wage.” 
The  coal  worked  in  the  county  is  mostly  house-coal,  for  which  the 
demand  is  comparatively  small  in  summer,  but  even  during  the 
winter  there  is  not,  on  the  average,  more  than  four  days’  work  a week. 
Improved  tools  enable  the  coal  to  be  won  more  easily  than  formerly, 
and  this  has  led  to  a decrease  in  the  price  paid  per  ton  to  the  miners. 
The  pit  workers  themselves  seemed  hopeless.  “ Things  will  never  be 
good  in  the  mines  about  here  again,”  they  said.  The  price  pmd 
ranges  from  2s.  3d.  to  2s.  7d.  a ton,  according  to  the  depth  of  the 
seam  It  is  said  that  a good  man  cannot  get  more  than  three 
tons  a day  The  “tubs”  in  which  the  coal  is  taken  out  have 
to  be  filled  with  a fork,  of  which  the  prongs  are  four  inches  apart. 
Any  coal  which  is  smaU  enough  to  faU  through  the  fork  is  not  paid 
for  but  in  some  pits  the  men  have  to  fill  as  many  as  three  tubs  a day 
with  the  smaU  coal,  so  as  to  get  it  out  of  the  way.  For  this  work 
thev  are  paid  nothing,  besides  which  the  bottoms  of  the  tubs  have  to 
be  filled  with  large  coal  (say  3 cwt.  to  a tub),  to  prevent  the  small 
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from  falling  through,  and  this,  of  course,  represents^  a dead  loss. 
£ach  man  has  to  provide  his  own  tools  (costing,  it  is  said,  about  .£6) 
and  each  gang  or  “stall”  of  five  men  finds  its  own  blasting-powder 
and  candles,  at  a cost  often  amounting  to  14s.  a week.  As  the  mines 
are  free  from  gas,  blasting  and  open  lights  can  safely  be  used.  In  the 
summer,  the  miners  get  odd  jobs  where  they  can.  Leicestershire 
farmers  employ  very  few  regular  hands,  and  the  miners  can,  there- 
fore, obtain  work  during  haysel  and  harvest  at  a pay  of  about  3s.  a 
day.  The  low  wages  and,  consequently,  small  purchasing  power  of 
the  colliery  districts,  re-act  seriously  on  the  other  local  trades,  in 
which  it  was  officially  reported,  “ slackness  for  the  most  part 
prevails.” 

The  Lord  of  Dudley. 

The  labours  of  the  Lords’  Select  Committee  on  the  Sweating 
System,  some  eight  years  ago,  conferred  an  unenviable  notoriety  upon 
the  “ Black  Country.”  In  the  exposure  of  the  industrial  conditions 
there  prevailing — and  especially  of  the  sweated  industries  of  chain  and 
nail  making— the  Rev.  Harold  Rylett— a member  of  the  League,  and 
now  a member  of  its  Executive — took  an  active  part.* 

The  greatest  territorial  magnate  in  this  distressed  district  is  William 
Humble  Ward,  second  Earl  of  Dudley,  of  Dudley  Castle,  co.  Stafford- 
shire, Viscount  Ednam,  of  Ednam,  co.  Roxburgh,  and  Baron  Ward,  of 
Birmingham,  co.  Warwick.  The  gentleman  who  bears  these  suffi- 
ciently imposing  titles,  although  possessor  of  a ruined  castle  dating 
probably  from  Saxon  times,  comes  of  an  entirely  undistinguished 
and  by  no  means  ancient  family,  f He  is,  however,  an  Alderman 
of  the  Worcestershire  County  Council,  has  been  more  than  once  Mayor 
of  Dudley,  and  was,  till  lately,  the  representative  of  the  Holborn 
division  of  Finsbury  on  the  London  County  Council.  He  is,  moreover. 
Lord  High  Steward  of  Kidderminster,  and  holds  office  in  the  present 
Government  as  Parliamentary  Secretary  of  the  Board  of  Trade.  | In 
this  capacity,  by  a stroke  of  unconscious  humour,  the  noble  Lord,  at 
a time  when  he  was  wrecking  the  homes,  destroying  the  industries, 
and  dispersing  the  population  of  Quarry  Bank  for  his  private  profit, 
was  sent,  last  year,  to  act  as  mediator  in  the  case  of  another  land 
monopolist,  Lord  Penrhyn,  who  was  acting  in  much  the  same  way 
towards  the  workers  of  Bethesda.  According  to  the  return  of  1883, 
he  was  the  “ owner  ” of  no  less  than  25,554  acres  of  land  in  the 

* Fifth  Report  (1890),  pp.  xxv.— xxxu.,  Third  Report  (1889),  pp.  27-467. 

+ Dufidale  in  giving  the  origin  of  the  present  line,  says  of  the  ninth  Lord  Dudley 
for  Sutton  de  Dudley)  that  “ betaking  himself  wholly  to  a concubine,  on  whom  he 
becot  divers  children,  he  so  far  wasted  his  estate  in  the  support  of  her  and  them, 
that  he  left  not  much  of  that  fair  inheritance  which  descended  to  him,  and  it  so 
clon'd  with  debts,  that  for  the  disengaging  thereof  he  married  Frances,  his  grand- 
danchter  and  heir,  to  Humble  Ward,  the  only  son  of  William  Ward,  a wealthy 
goldsmith  in  London,  jeweller  to  the  late  Queen.”  (Dugdale's  Baronage,  ed.  1675, 
Vol.  ni..  p.  217.) 

♦ Lord  Dudley  was  appointed  to  this  office  in  succession  to  Thomas  Burt,  a 
working  miner.  His  lordship’s  chief  rarliamentary  dl'-tinction  is  that  he  wrecked 
the  Employers’  Liability  Bill. 
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counties  of  Worcestershire,  Staffordshire,  Merionethshire,  Shropshire, 
and  Eoxburghshire,  and  his  rent  roll  was  reported  at  £123,176  per 
annum.*  He  is  the  patron  of  thirteen  livings : of  Old  Swinford, 
Kidderminster,  Great  Witley,  Stourbridge,  Shelsley,  Shelsley 
Beauchamp,  Holt,  and  Dudley,!  Worcestershire ; of  Kingswinford, 
Himley,  St.  Mary’s  (Kingswinford),  Pensnett,  and  Sedgeley,  in 
Staffordshire.  He  has  seats  at  Witley  Court,  Stourport ; at  Himley 
Hall,  Dudley;  and  at  Crogen,  Corwen,  Merionethshire,  besides  a 
residence  in  London. 

The  Town  of  Dudley. 

“In  the  town  of  Dudley,”  the  lecturer  reports,  “all  kinds  and 
sorts  of  industries  are  represented.  Very  few  of  the  workers  are  in 
any  trade  organisation.  Wages  are  low. 

“ The  Earl  of  Dudley  is  ‘ owner  ’ of  most  of  the  land,  and  of  all 
that  is  under  the  land,  and  of  most  that  is  on  the  land. 

“A  fountain  in  the  centre  of  the  town  was  presented  by  Lord 
Dudley.  A Lord  Dudley  erected  the  Town  Hall,  which  the  Corpora- 
tion purchased  from  him.  The  cemetery  was  given  to  the  town  by 
the  late  Lord  Dudley.  At  the  junction  of  Castle  Hill  and  Castle 
Street  is  a statue  to  the  late  Lord  Dudley.  The  late  Lord  Dudley 
built  the  Guest  Hospital  and  presented  it  to  the  Trustees  of  the 
Guest  Charity.  The  Dispensary  stands  on  a site  given  by  the  late 
Lord  Dudley.  The  late  Lord  Dudley  subscribed  £500  towards  the 
Mechanics’  Institute.  The  present  Lord  Dudley  is  Mayor  of  the 
town.” 

The  Dudleys  are  evidently  of  the  tribe  of  those  who  as  Tolstoi 
says,  will  do  anything  for  the  people,  “ except  to  get  off  their^  backs. 

“ This  is  absolutely  the  worst  town  I have  ever  been  in,”  con- 
tinued the  lecturer.  “Within  a stone’s-throw  of  the  Market  Place 
are  to  be  found  some  of  the  vilest  slums  which  ‘ Christian  England  ’ 
can  be  ashamed  of.  In  some  courts  off  Birmingham  Street— property 
said  to  be  owned  by  Lawyer  Bourne — there  are  eight  cottages,  the 
inhabitants  of  all  of  which  have  to  use  two  closets  of  a bad,  old  con- 
struction. There  is  no  water  at  all  in  this  court ; it  has  all  to  be 
fetched  from  adjoining  property  which  is  reputed  to  belong  to  the 
lawyer’s  sister.  In  another  court  off  Birmingham  Street  is  a filthy 


♦ This  is  probably  an  under-estimate.  Speaking  of 
Daily  Telegraph  once  aa>id  {in  a leading  article,  ilay  9th,  ^ t 

when  his  smi— the  nobleman  who  died  last  Thursday—pcceeded  as  Lord  W ard,  to 
one  of  the  noblest  fortunes  in  the  United  Kingdom,  of  which  he  has  been  m possesion 
exactly  fifty  years.  Assuming— and  the  estimate  is  a low  one 

averaged  /uAOOO  per  annum  for  half-a-century,  it  wiU  be  ^en  that  at  least  five 
millions  sterling  must  have  passed  through  his  hands.  In  the  year  wheii 
famine  was  raging  vnth  great  intensity,  it  was  currently  reported  that  the  late 
Lord  Dudley  was  in  receipt  of  an  income,  derived  from  his  c(hiI  and  iron  mines  in 
Staffordshire,  which  amounted  to  not  much  less  thanonemilluynofjwiindstn  that 
Hinale  twelvemonth'^  When  candidate  for  West  Nottingham,  John  Bi^ns  accused 
Lord  Dudley  of  giving  “ £17,300  for  an  antiquated  milk-jug,”  while  he  paid  his  mmers 
16s.  or  18s.  for  46  or  50  hours  of  underground  labour. 

+ The  Vicar  of  Dudley  (appointed  by  the  Earl  of  Dudley)  is  patron  of  the  local 
pariyes  of  Edmnnd-s;  St.  James,  St.  John's,  St.  Luke’s,  St.  Augustine’s,  and 

Netherton. 
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slum  said  to  be  owned  by  the  Dudley  Roman  Catholic  Church,  Two 
shillings  a week  is  collected  for  the  rent  of  each  cottage, 

“ An  inhabitant  of  one  of  these  cottages  kept  some  pigeons.  The 
sanitary  inspector  came  round  and  insisted  on  the  man  lime-washing 
liis  pigeon-house.  But  no  steps  appear  to  be  taken  to  compel  the 
owners  to  hme-wash  any  of  the  places  inhabited  by  the  unfeathered 
bipeds  of  the  Dudley  slums. 

“In  fact,  the  greater  part  of  the  cottage  property  here  is  in  a 
frightful  condition.  Many  would  gladly  pay  more  rent  in  order  to 
have  a better  home,  but  decent  cottages  are  not  to  be  had. 

“ Dudley,  I am  told,  has  a good  drainage  system,  and,  as  the  town 
is  built  on  a hill,  there  is  every  opportunity  for  an  excellent  fall,  but 
none  of  these  properties  are  connected  up.  Slops,  &c.,  are  emptied 
outside  the  houses,  and  these  slums  have,  consequently,  what  is 
practically  an  open  sewer  running  through  them. 

“ Earl  Dudley  is  graciously  pleased  to  allow  the  public  free  access 
to  the  grounds  of  Dudley  Castle  (ruined).  The  grounds  form  the  one 
oasis  in  a desert  of  filth  ; the  limestone  has  all  been  taken  out  from 
under  them,  and  the  nature  of  the  ground  is  such  that  it  cannot  be 
used  for  building  purposes.* 

“ I was  very  glad  to  turn  my  back  on  Dudley,  and  hope  that  I may 
never  have  to  go  there  again,  although  I received  great  kindness  from 
some  of  the  working-men  who  live  there.” 

Netherton. 

In  this  dismal  district  the  Earl  of  Dudley  claims  to  be  the  owner 
of  the  extremely  valuable  deposits  of  coal,  iron,  and  limestone  which 
are  found  buried  at  a greater  or  smaller  depth,  and  which  sometimes 
crop  out  at  the  very  surface.  At  Netherton,  for  instance,  in  the 
borough  of  Dudley,  there  are  very  many  pits,  and  three  seams  of  coal 
are  being  worked.  While  the  coal,  oddly  enough,  all  “belongs”  to 
Lord  Dudley,  the  noble  Earl  does  not  always  “ work  it  himself.” 
Some  of  the  mines  are  worked  by  capitalists  on  the  royalty  system, 
others  by  a middleman,  called  a butty,  who  is  paid  so  much  a ton  for 
all  the  coal  he  gets  out,  while  he  pays  the  men  whom  he  employs  to 
get  it  as  little  as  he  can  by  the  day. 

Five  or  six  years  ago  the  surface  at  Netherton  began  to  give  way, 
owing  to  the  mining  operations  of  Lord  Dudley.  Now  there  is  hardly 
a house  (more  than  five  years  old)  in  the  place  which  stands  at  right 
angles  to  the  face  of  the  earth.  The  leaning  houses  of  Netherton  are 
not  so  well  known  to  travellers  as  is  the  Leaning  Tower  of  Pisa,  but, 
in  their  way,  they  are  not  less  remarkable.  Many  houses  feU  down 

* Lord  Dudley’s  agent  states  that  the  angle  at  which  the  mine  at  Quarry  Bank 
lies,  entirely  precludes  the  idea  of  supporting  the  surface  by  l^^aviog  ribs  and  pillars. 
People  who  have  visited  the  well-known  old  limestone  workings  at  Dudley  Castle, 
state  that  support  was  left  there  hundreds  of  years  ago,  which  has  not  given  way  to 
this  day,  although  the  workings  are  on  a similar  angle  to  those  at  Quarry  Bank.— 
The  Case  of  the  Quarry  Bank  (if  Office,  Brierley  Hill,  1897),  p.  7. 

This  pamphlet,  to  the  general  accuracy  of  which  the  Ked  Van  lecturer  is  able  from 
personal  investigation  to  bear  testimony,  contains  much  valuable  information  upon 
the  w'hole  subject. 


altogether,  and  have  had  to  be  rebuilt.  The  Primitive  Methodist 
Chapel  suffered  badly.  The  Congregational  Chapel  collapsed,  and 
was  rebuilt.  The  Crown  Inn  has  sunk  about  ten  feet : what  was 
formerly  the  first  floor  bedroom  is  now  the  taproom,  entered  from  and 
level  with  the  road.  The  houses  opposite  the  Inn  are  eight  to  ten 
feet  below  the  level  of  the  highway. 

The  Board  School  and  several  places  of  worship  are  built  of 
corrugated  iron,  so  as  to  minimise  damage  from  subsidence,  and 
cheapen  rebuilding.  The  Great  Western  Railway’s  Goods  Station — 
on  land  leased  from  Lord  Dudley — has  been  raised  three  times,  and 
is  even  now  below  the  level  of  the  road. 

Some  of  the  inhabitants  have  saved  their  property  by  purchasing 
the  mines  under  it,  i.e.,  they  have  paid  Lord  Dudley  not  to  take  the 
coal  from  under  their  foundations.*  The  Borough  has  had  to  spend 
large  sums  in  re-making  roads  and  re-laying  drains.  This  is,  perhaps, 
why  the  inhabitants  have  elected  and  re-elected  not  only  Lord  Dudley, 
but  Lord  Dudley’s  agent,  Mr.  Claughton,  as  Mayor  of  the  Borough, 

The  “ Enclosure  ” of  Pknsnett  Chase. 


The  ancient  and  extensive  parish  of  Kingswinford  was  divided  in 
1894  into  three  parishes — Kingswinford  (which  includes  Wordsley, 
Brockmoor,  and  Pensnett),  Brierley  Hill,  and  Quarry  Bank.  Most  of 
these  are  now  busy  urban  communities.  Quarry  Bank,  as  its  name 
implies,  lies  mainly  on  the  slope  of  a hill  facing  the  south.  It 
consists  of  a broad  main  street,  running  from  north  to  south,  with 
streets  at  right  angles  to  it.  The  population,  which  in  1891  numbered 
6,732,  elects,  under  the  Act  of  1894,  an  Urban  District  Council, 
to  which  the  management  of  some  of  the  affairs  of  the  commimity  is 
entrusted.  Other  affairs,  vital  to  the  pockets  of  the  householders, 
and  even  to  the  very  existence  of  the  community,  were,  by  another 
Act,  long  ago,  made  to  depend  upon  the  will  of  an  hereditary  and 
irresponsible  despot,  who  has  no  fear  of  elections,  annual  or  triennial, 
before  his  eyes  For  an  Act  (24  George  III.,  c.  18)  was  passed  in 
1734 — in  the  days  of  “pocket  boroughs,”  when  the  landlords  had 
almost  a complete  monopoly  of  the  “ representation  of  the  people” 
in  the  “ Commons”  House,  as  well  as  a large  permanent  majority  in 
the  House  of  Lords— for  the  enclosure  of  Pensnett  Chase.  The 
surface  of  the  commons  and  waste  of  the  Parish  and  Manor  of  Kings- 


winford were,  under  this  Act,  to  be  divided  among  the  freeholders,  the 
Lord  of  the  Manor — Lord  Dudley’s  predecessor  in  title— getting,  of 
course,  by  far  the  largest  share,  f Besides  this  large  addition  to  his 


* Brierley  Hill  suffered  from  similar  subsidences  a few  years  ago.  as  is  still 
evidenced  by  the  fa-t  that  many  of  the  houses  are  cramped  with  iron.  One 
inhabitant  told  the  lecturer  that  the  damage  done  to  his  premises  cost  him  £300  tu 
repair,  but  that  he  had  no  legal  remedy.  The  Local  Board  purchased  the  coal  imder 
part  of  the  High  Street  to  save  the  town  from  destruction. 

+ Information  which  has  been  laid  before  the  League  as  a result  of  an  examina- 
tion of  the  award,  goes  to  show  that  Lord  Dudley’s  predecessor  received  over  one- 
half  of  the  total  area  (649  a.  3r.  14  p.  out  of  1,23:3  a.  3r.  27  p.),  but  Lord  Dudley  s 
solicitors  maiutain  tbat  his  share  was  much  less  than  this. 
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freehold,  the  Lord  secured  also  the  very  valuable  right  to  work  the 
minerals  not  only  xmder  the  enclosed  land  specially  allotted  to  him, 
but  under  the  whole  of  the  Chase.  In  case  of  damage  done  by  him,  in 
the  working  of  the  mines,  the  Act  made  not  the  Lord  only,  but  all  the 
freeholders,  liable.  But  now  that  damage  is  actually  being  done  by 
Lord  Dudley’s  mining  operations,  his  lordship  alleges,  and  his  victims 
sorrowfully  admit,  that  the  compensation  clause  will  not  work.  It  is 
possible  that  it  was  never  intended  to  work. 

Quarry  Bank. 

After  the  enclosures,  Lord  Dudley’s  ancestors,  and  probably  some 
of  the  other  freeholders,  sold  portions  of  the  surface  of  what  had  once 
been  the  Chase  for  building  purposes.  The  little  township  of  Quarry 
Bank,  with  its  dwelling-houses,  its  shops,  its  factories,  schools, 
chinches,  and  chapels,  grew  up  on  the  slope  of  the  hill,  and — as  things 
go  in  the  Black  Country— prospered.  Within  the  last  few  years,  Lord 
Dudley  has  asserted  his  right  to  mine  for  coal  and  iron  under  these 
buildings — many  of  them  standing  on  land  which  his  predecessors  in 
title  sold  expressly  for  building  purposes.  Owing  to  the  angle  at 
which  the  coal  lies  (45°),  to  its  great  thickness  (8  to  10  yards),  to  its 
comparatively  small  depth  below  the  surface  (40  or  50  yards),  and, 
it  is  alleged,  to  the  neglect  of  Lord  Dudley  to  prop  up  the  surface  after 
the  coal  had  been  extracted,  the  houses  of  Quarry  Bank  have  suffered 
so  much  damage  that  the  general  appearance  of  the  place  would  sug- 
gest a recent  earthquake  or  a bombardment. 

The  Englishman’s  Castle  at  Quarry  Bank. 

Stour  Hill  and  Merry  Hill  were  demolished  some  time  ago.  The 
High  Street  and  New  Street  districts  have  suffered  more  recently. 
Old  houses,  some  of  which  have  been  occupied  by  the  same  family 
for  generations,  many  of  them  representing  the  savings  of  a hard- 
working lifetime,  and  quite  new  buildings  erected  witW  the  last 
few  years,  have  alike  suffered.  The  houses  of  Quarry  Bank,  where 
they  have  not  fallen  into  utter  ruin,  may  be  seen  in  all  stages  of 
destruction,  the  walls  leaning  at  all  kinds  of  angles,  often  cracked 
from  top  to  bottom,  sometimes  with  the  window  frames  and  glass 
broken  into  fragments  by  the  movements  of  the  walls.  People 
walking  along  the  streets  or  sitting  in  the  houses  can  hear  the 
shots  fired  in  the  mines  xmder  their  feet,  and  feel  the  foundations 
shake  as  the  coal  is  brought  down.  In  the  spring  of  1897,  notice 
was  given  to  70  families  at  once,  numbering  about  300  souls,  that 
they  could  only  continue  to  occupy  their  homes  at  the  risk  of  their 
lives.  If  the  Englishman’s  house  be  his  castle,  it  is,  at  Quarry  Bank, 
often  reduced  to  a condition  as  ruinous,  though  by  no  means  as 
picturesque,  as  Dudley  Castle  itself.  But  the  hard-working  miner  or 
chainmaker  or  shopkeeper  of  Quarry  Bank,  unlike  Lord  Dudley,  has 
no  Himley  Hall  or  Whitley  Court  or  Crogen  House  to  retire  to  when 
his  poor  “ castle  ” is  laid  in  rxiins. 
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How  Business  Suffers. 

Lord  Dudley  is  Parliamentary  Secretary  to  the  Board  of  Trade.* 
He  must,  one  would  think,  sometimes  give  a thought  to  the  effect  of 
his  mining  operations  on  the  trade  of  the  xmfortxmate  district  which 
owns  him  as  its  Lord  of  the  Manor.  Shops  as  well  as  houses  have  - 
been  wrecked.  Businesses,  built  up  by  laborious  industry,  have  been 
ruined.  Soon  after  the  visit  of  the  Red  Van,  one  of  the  victims — a 
local  tradesman — made  his  appearance  in  the  Bankruptcy  Court.*  He 
testified  that  he  would  have  been  solvent  but  for  the  demolition  of 
two  houses  belonging  to  him  in  Quarry  Bank.  One  of  these,  in  New 
Street,  had  been  built  by  his  father.  The  other,  in  Brick-kiln  Street, 
he  had  bxiilt  himself,  at  a cost  of  £300.  Mr.  Albert  Shaw’s  mineral 
water  factory  has  been  wrecked.  Mr.  Stevens’  galvanised  iron  works 
— employing  about  300  persons — has  had  to  be  removed  to  another 
neighbourhood,  the  old  buildings  collapsing  one  after  another  into 
shapeless  masses  of  ruins. 

Danger  to  Life  and  Limb. 

It  is,  of  course,  impossible  that  the  buildings  in  Quarry  Bank 
should  have  been  wrecked  in  the  way  described  without  causing  much 
danger  to  the  inhabitants.  Accidents  and  “ hairbreadth  escapes  ” 
are  frequently  reported  in  the  local  papers.  The  photographer  who 
prepared  the  lantern  slides  for  the  League,  frequently  did  so  at  great 
personal  risk,  standing  on  or  near  tottering  bxiildings  to  photograph 
buildings  which  had  already  fallen.  In  one  case,  a man,  horse,  and 
cart  were  reported  to  have  sunk  bodily  into  the  ground  in  a sudden 
“ crowning-in.”  Quite  recently!  the  surveyor  reported  that,  owing  to 
the  props  which  had  been  put  up  to  support  buildings,  there  was 
great  danger  to  persons  passing  along  the  streets  at  night,  and  the 
District  Coxmcil  decided  to  put  out  bills  warning  the  public  against 
this  danger. 

The  Public  Health. 

As  long  ago  as  1895,  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  reported  that : 
“ Owing  to  the  extensive  mining  operations  which  have  threatened 
the  district,  and  the  approaching  deep  drainage  scheme,  very  little 
new  sewering  or  draining  has  been  done.  ”4  In  the  same  report  it 
was  stated  that : 

“ Ten  cases  of  overcrowding  have  occurred,  eight  of  which  were  abated 
after  notice.  Three  houses  have  been  condemned  as  unfit  for  habitation, 
and  were  either  abandoned  or  their  defects  remedied.  Owing  to  mining 
operations  a large  number  of  houses  have  been  pulled  to  the  ground,  or 
more  or  less  completely  wrecked,  especially  in  Stour  Hill,  Evers  Street, 
and  Merry  Hill.” 


*At  Stourbridge  Court  House,  case  of  Joseph  Parrock,  NoTember  25.  {Birming- 
ham Daily  MaiU  November  26, 18OT.) 

fUrban  District  Council  meeting,  January  H.  {Birmingham  Posit  January  12, 
1898.)  - 

^Report  of  Dr.  Tibbetts  for  year  ending  December  31, 1895. 
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A worse  state  of  overcrowding  would  have  supervened  but  for  the 
removal  of  the  bucket  factory  to  Cradley. 

The  “ drainage  ” of  Quarry  Bank  is  still  of  the  most  primitive 
and  inadequate  description.  Cases  of  infectious  disease  were 
reported  on  October  12th  last;  yet  on  December  14ih  the  urgently- 
needed  sewerage  scheme  was,  for  the  old  reason,  still  further  post- 
poned, the  Coimcil  meanwhile  complaining  that  they  were  contributing 
to  the  main  sewerage  without  getting  any  benefit  whatever,  and  that 
the  drain  which  carried  off  the  surface  water  from  the  upper  end  of 
the  township  had  been  broken  up,  so  that,  when  a shower  of  rain 
occurred,  the  road  was  like  a quagmire.* 

At  the  same  meeting  six  cases  of  scarlet  fever  were  reported,  and 
it  was  stated  that  the  township  was  on  the  verge  of  an  epidemic, 
which  could  only  be  dealt  with  by  means  of  an  isolation  hospital. 
Owing  to  the  destruction  of  rateable  property,  the  Council  could 
not  fififord  this.  On  January  11th  a largely-increased  death-rate 
(29*46)  was  reported.  The  Local  Government  Board  had  sanctioned 
the  raising  of  a loan  for  sewerage  works,  but  the  clerk  had  been 
obliged  to  tell  the  Board  that  the  works  could  not  be  proceeded  with 
owing  to  Lord  Dudley's  mining  operations.  Gangs  of  men  are  con- 
stantiy  employed  in  mending  the  water  mains  (and  gas  pipes)  broken 
by  the  subsidence  of  the  roadways,  due  to  Jjord  Dudley’s  mining 
operations. 

Is  Lord  Dudley  prepared  to  stand  on  his  “ legal  rights  ” till  the 
population  of  the  district  is  deciminated  by  an  epidemic  ? 

Quarry  Bank  Day  by  Day. 

Some  idea  of  what  life  in  Quarry  Bank  means  under  the  rule  of 
Lord  Dudley  may  be  gathered  from  the  following  rough  diary  for  the 
week  during  which  the  Bed  Van  was  in  the  district : — 

Sept.  12,  Part  of  Bucket  Factory  and  other  buildings  in  vicinity 
collapsed.  Part  of  Methodist  Schoolroom  fell  down. 

Sept.  13.  Water  main  fractured  in  High  Street,  sending  out  a jet  of 
water  20  feet  high.  George  Dimmock's  house  flooded. 

Sept,  14.  Councellor  Albert  Shaw  (of  the  ruined  mineral  water  factory) 
moved,  and  the  District  Council  resolved : “That  the  resolution  of 
13th  July  last,  ordering  that  a full  report  of  the  position  of  the  dis- 
trict on  account  of  the  mining  operations  of  the  Earl  of  Dudley  be 
sent  to  the  Local  Government  Board  *’  be  rescinded.  [This  was 
done,  avowedly,  in  deference  to  Lord  Dudley’s  wish  that  “ agitation 
, should  cease.'*]  Stour  Hill  Bridge  admitted  to  be  inadequate  to  the 
needs  of  the  district  and  dangerous  to  wheel  traffic.  Beconstruction 
postponed,  because  Lord  Dudley's  agent  proposes  to  mine  under  the 
[i  foundations. 

Sept.  17.  Deputation  from  Primitive  Methodist  Chapel.  New  Street, 
Quarry  Bank,  waited  on  the  Kingswinford  School  Board,  to  ask  for 
loan  of  Board  School  for  Sunday  School  (about  500  scholars)  and  for 
services  (congregation  about  500).  It  was  stated  that  there  was 
still  a debt  of  £450  on  the  wrecked  buildings,  and  that  fourteen 


♦The  surveyor  was  ordered  to  repair  the  drain  temporarily.  {Birmingham 
ArguSf  Dec.  15, 1^7.) 
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officials  of  the  chapel  owned  £5,000  worth  of  endangered  property. 
(Owing  to  the  condition  of  the  chapel  building  the  organ  was 
shortly  afterwards  dismantled  and  sold.  The  men  who  removed  it 
did  BO  at  great  risk.) 

Sept.  19.  The  SWan  Inn  cracked  from  top  to  bottom. 

To  which  one  other  item  may  be  added,  by  way  of  further 
illustration : — 

Sept.  23.  The  London  Daily  Chronicle  drew  attention  to  the  case  of  a 
working  miner,  named  Tristram,  who  some  years  ago  borrowed 
money  to  erect  four  houses  at  Quarry  Bank  at  a cost  of  £060.  After 
many  years  of  hard  work  he  managed  to  pay  off  the  mortgage. 
Lord  Dudley’s  undermining  operations  destroyed  the  whole  of  his 
property,  and  Lord  Dudley’s  agent  disclaimed  all  liability  for  com- 
pensation, but  offered  him  £10  (ten  pounds  /)  as  “ an  act  of  grace.” 

How  THE  EaTEPAYERS  COMPENSATE  LORD  DuDLEY* 

It  is  not  only  the  homes  and  the  industries,  the  Stmday  schools 
and  the  chapels,  of  the  people  of  Quarry  Bank  that  are  being  ruined 
by  Lord  Dudley.  The  whole  of  the  Local  Government  and  of  the 
municipal  services  of  the  township  are  equally  at  his  mercy.  It  has 
already  been  shown  that  the  District  Covmcil  is  being  impoverished 
and  starved  by  the  wholesale  destruction  of  rateable  hereditaments, 
while  local  expenses  are  being  increased  by  the  crowning-in  of  the 
roads.  The  proper  drainage  of  the  district  has  to  await  Lord 
Dudley’s  pleasure  at  the  risk  of  an  epidemic.  In  almost  every 
discussion  at  the  District  Council  the  dominant  factor  is  “ Lord 
Dudley’s  mining  operations.”  The  chairman  of  the  Kingswinford 
School  Board,  in  his  recent  annual  review  of  the  work  of  the  Board, 
showed  that  Lord  Dudley,  even  imder  these  circumstances,  is  not  too 
proud  to  accept  money  from  the  impoverished  ratepayers.  The  Bev* 
E.  H.  Stretton  told  the  Board  that : — 

The  purchase  of  mines  . . cost,  at  Bent  Street  Board  School, 
£570,  and,  at  Quarry  Bank,  £1,929,  or  a total  of  £2,499.  The  Board 
were  at  present  arranging  for  a further  purchase  and  exchange  of  mines 
at  Quarry  Bank  at  a cost  of  £300,  He  might  say  on  the  subject  that  the 
Board  and  the  ratepayers  might,  he  thought,  be  now  reasonably  satisfied 
that  their  schools  would  be  safe  from  damage  by  the  mining  operations 
at  Quarry  Bank,  which  were  doing  so  much  injury  to  surrounding 
property.  It  was  necessary  for  the  Board  to  secure  their  schools,  as 
far  as  possible,  from  damage.  Of  course  it  was  not  absolutely  certain 
that  they  had  gained  their  object,  but  he  thought  the  Board  had  done 
all  it  could  in  that  direction. 

Doomed  Brockmoor, 

When  the  Van  visited  Quarry  Bank,  the  neighbouring  district  of 
Brockmoor  was  beginning  to  suffer  from  the  effects  of  the  monstrous 
Enclosure  Act  of  1784.  It  is  not  necessary  here  to  describe  the 
results  to  Brockmoor  of  Lord  Dudley’s  underminings : it  would  be 
merely  to  repeat  the  description  of  Quarry  Bank.  A heartrending 
account  of  the  subsidences  at  Brockmoor  appeared  in  the  Brierley 
Hill  Advertiser  of  January  29th,  1898. 
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Wrong  Without  a Kemedy. 

It  is  sometimes  said  that  there  is  no  wrong  without  a remedy. 
But  this  does  not  apply  to  legalised  wrongs. 

No  remedy  has  yet  been  found  for  the  injury  inflicted  on  the  indus- 
trious people  of  the  district  by  the  lord  of  the  manor.  An  appeal  to 
law*  was  unsuccessful.  Lord  Dudley’s  colleagues  in  the  Government 
all  with  one  accord  protest  that  the  matter  does  not  come  within  the 
scope  of  their  departments.  . The  working  miners  belong  to  no  Trade 
Union,  and  cannot,  therefore,  be  induced  to  abandon  the  “ civil  war  ” 
in  which  they  act  as  the  rank  and  file  of  the  aggressors.  The 
compensation  clause  has  never  been  put  into  operation.  A “ Surface 
Owners’  Association  ” was  able  to  do  nothing.  A “ Mines’  Committee  ” 
was  formed  with  a view  to  purchasing  the  coal  from  Lord  Dudley,  but 
at  the  last  moment  some  of  the  house-owners  had  to  withdraw,  owing 
to  the  exorbitant  terms  and  impossible  conditions  demanded  by  his 
lordship.  Finally,  about  the  time  of  the  Van’s  visit,  some  sort  of 
a^eement  was  come  to  between  some  of  the  surface  owners  and  the 
Dudley  Estate.  Those  who  had  backed  out  of  the  purchase  scheme 
were  excluded  from  the  benefits,  such  as  they  were,  of  this  agreement, 
one  of  the  conditions  of  which  was  that  all  agitation  was  to  be 
stopped.! 

On  these  terms.  Lord  Dudley  deposited  a sum  (said  to  be  J03OO) 
in  the  names  of  certain  of  the  sufierers,  not  by  way  of  compensation 
mr  damage  done,  but  as  a matter  of  grace  ajid  favour  on  the  part  of 
his  lordship,  and,  as  was  reported  at  the  time,  to  relieve  cases  of 
urgent  distress.  There  is  understood  to  be  a oromise  to  take  greater 
care  in  mining,  and  to  “cog  up”  the  workings  after  the  coal  is 
extracted.  The  Earl’s  mining  engineer  is  to  visit  Quarry  Bank,  and 
to  advise  as  to  the  best  means  of  protecting  property.  The  Earl 
undertakes  to  supply  iron  for  cramping,  and  wood  for  shoring, 
threatened  houses,  but  the  owners  are  to  provide  the  necessary 
labour.  All  this  seems  a very  small  price  to  pay  for  the  luxury  of 
desolating  a district,  and  destroying  houses  and  businesses  which 
often  represent  the  industry  and  savings  of  a lifetime. 

A Vanished  Map. 

One  of  the  difiiculties  in  the  way  of  enforcing  the  compensation 
^ause  of  the  Act  of  1784  has  been  that  the  boundaries  of  the  ancient 
Chase  have  not  been  known.  The  attention  of  the  Home  Secretary 
was  called  to  this  on  July  27th,  by  a question  which  Mr.  Brynmor 
Jones,  Q.G.,  put  to  bim,  Sit  tbe  request  of  tbe  London  Quarry 
Bank  Committee.  | Mr.  Jones  asked  the  Home  Secretary— 

* Bell  V,  Lord  Dudley  (Nov.  20, 1894), 

+ So  rigorously  was  this  enforced  that  the  Urban  District  CouncU,  which  had 
passed  a resolution  to  lay  all  the  facts  about  the  subsidences  before  the  Local 
Government  Board,  had  to  rescind  it  in  deference  to  Lord  Dudley’s  mandate  acainst 
If Mr  Aibert  Shaw  tlnew  some  Ught  on  this  “ stoppI|e  “f  agitation -“bv 
stating  (at  a meetmg  of  the  District  Council  oh  January  11,  1^8)  that  “ the  monev 
was  given  to  pay  the  expenses  of  the  Committee  for  two  years  hard  work,”  ^ 

« Committee  consisted  of  the  Executive  of  the  League,  with  the  addition  of 

Bank'^^^  Members  of  Pa^iament  and  others  interested  in  the  sufferers  of  Quarry 
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Whether  he  was  aware  that  the  Kingswinford  Enclosure  Act  made 
provision  that  copies  of  the  map  annexed  to  the  award  of  the  Com- 
missioners, showing  the  common  lands  allotted  under  the  Act,  should  be 
deposited  in  the  parish  church  of  Kingswinford,  in  the  county 
of  Stafford,  and  in  one  .of  her  Majesty’s  Courts  of  Record  at  West- 
minster; whether  he  was  aware  that  the  copy  deposited  in  the  said 
parish  church  had  disappeared,  and  that  the  copy  of  the  map  deposited 
in  one  of  her  Majesty’s  Courts  at  Westminster,  and  duly  indexed  there, 
could  no  longer  be  found,  and  that  the  sole  copy  now  remaining  was  in 
the  hands  of  the  Lord  of  the  Manor  of  Kingswinford  (Lord  Dudley) ; 
whether  he  was  aware  that,  owing  to  the  subsidence’Of  the  soil  at  Quarry 
Bank,  in  the  said  parish,  caused  by  mining  operations,  there  were  dis- 
putes pending  between  the  lord  of  the  said  - manor  and  divers  other 
persons  which  rendered  access  to  the  said  map  necessary;  and  whether, 
under  these  circumstances,  he  could  see  his  way  to  having  a certified 
copy  of  the  said  map  made  and  deposited  in  the  Record  Ofhce, 


A Landlord  who*  is  Not  in  Favour  of  Compensation. 

• « » * 

There  seems  to  be  a good  deal  here  which  reqmres  explaining,  but 
no  explanation  has,  *so  far,  been  forthcoming. 

As  a matter  of  fact,  no  compensation  whatever  seems  to  have  been 
paid  by  or  on  behalf  of  Lord  Dudley  for  all  the  ruin  he  has  brought  upon 
his  industrious  neighbours.  In  some  instances,  sums  of  a very  few 
pounds  have  been  given  by  the  agent  to  sufferers  whose  houses  have 
been  rendered  unfit  for  habitation.  This  seems  to  have  been  given 
as  charitable  relief,  to  enable  rent  to  be  paid  elsewhere  while  the 
buildings  were  patched  up.  One  tradesman,  who  was  driven  out  of 
his  house  for  26  weeks,  received  £*3,  a sum  which  would  not  pay  for 
the  iron  and  timber  used  in  cramping  and  shoring  his  damaged 
premises.  No  one  regards  the  ^300,  about  wliich  so  much  fuss  has 
been  made,  as  compensation.  From  Lord  Dudley’s  point  of  view,  it 
is  probably  regarded  as  a very  profitable  investment,  for  it  has 
stopped  the  local  agitation  for  compensation.  It  is  interesting  to  note 
that  Mr.  Claughton  professes  himself  satisfied  at  the  way  in  which  the 
money  has  been  disbursed.  He  has  every  reason  to  be  satisfied. 
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APPENDIX. 

Seven  Years  of  Red  Van  Propaganda 


* One  van  only  in  1891. 

+ In  1894,  a large  number  of  additional  indoor  meetings,  the  cost  of  which  was 
met  by  a special  donation,  was  held,  during  November  and  December,  in  prepara- 
tion for  the  first  Parish  and  District  Council  elections.  * 

: Income  of  the  Red  Van  Trust  reduced  by  XlOO,  owing  to  the  death  of  Wm 
Saunders  on  May  1st. 

§ Income  reduced  by  £200  from  same  cause.  The  campaign  was  brou^^ht  to  a 
close  at  an  earlier  date  than  was  at  first  intended,  owing  to  the  bad  weather  which 
made  the  holding  of  nightly  outdoor  meetings  impossible. 

IT  The  five-years’  guarantee  of  £1,000  a year  expired  at  end  of  1896,  and  could  not 
be  renewed  owing  to  the  death  of  some  of  the  guarantors.  The  surviving  guarantors 
generously  contributed  £400  (including  £100  from  the  “Diogenes  Fund  “)  towards  the 
campaign  of  1897. 


County. 

1891 189*2 
1 * 

18931894 

t 

1895 

+ 

+ 

1896  1897 

1 11 
«’  t 

Totals. 

% 

Bedfordshire  

• • • • « » 

2 

1 

1 

|163 

( 

1 

165 

Berkshire  ... 

...  140 

84 

52 

5 

13  ’ ... 

294 

Buckingham 

2 

8 

7 

17 

16  6 

56 

Cambridge 

...  130 

• • • 

3 

133 

Devon  

...  i ... 

• • • 

• « • 

53 

1 

53 

Dorset  

1 

• • . • • . 

• • • 

• • 4 

48 

48 

Essex  

...  4 

7 

5 

23 

...  124 

163 

Gloucester 

2 

• • • 

• • • 

57 

115  ... 

174 

Hampshire  

2 

• • • 

8 

10 

Hereford 

...  98 

4 4 4 

98 

Hertford  ... 

2 

133 

23 

6 

164 

Huntingdon  

* • • • • ♦ 

• • « 

3 

3 

Kent  

...  1 33 

18 

4 4 4 

1 

51 

Leicester  ... 

...  j ... 

• • • 

4 4 4 

113  . 72 

185 

Lincoln  

• • • 

• 44 

1 1 ... 

1 

Middlesex 

..  1 35 

7 

3 

42 

6 2 1 

95 

Monmouth 

...  ... 

• • • 

2 ...  ' 

2 

Northampton 

• ♦ • • • • 

1 

i 

2 

11  6 

24 

Norfolk  

• • • « • • 

62 

102 

107 

271 

Oxfordshire 

...  1 5 

4 

1 

2 

2 1 

15 

Somerset  ... 

...  132 

6 

2 ... 

140 

Stafford  

1 

* • « • • • 

» • • 

6 

6 

Suffolk  

165  ... 

10 

3 

24 

1 

202 

Surrey 

2 

...  i 

1 1 

2 

1 ... 

6 

AVarwick  ... 

3 

113  ! 

167  ! 

32 

7 

322 

Wilts  

2 

132 

167 

3 

131  ... 

435 

Worcester 

4 

# 

• • * 

5 1 

30 

2 

41 

165  ^596 

581 

709 

461 

413  232  ; 

1 

3,157 

STATEMENT  OF  EECEIPTS  AND  EXPENDITURE,  January  29th,  1897-March  30th,  1898. 
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Examined  and  found  correct,  SAMUEL  J.  BOYCE, 

Chartered  Accountant, 

London[:  Aprils  1898. 


UST  OF  SUBSCRIPT  IONS 


- tr.  Abbott,  2g.  6d.  *,  M.  Attwood,  Is. ; W.  Barralet 
l9.  T F.  Batty,  lOs  ; W.  Blaster,  2s.  'Jd. ; C.  W, 
Jeacham,  3s.  6d. ; J.  Blatoirs,  Is. ; A.  C.  Bloomfield 
6d.  ; T Boorman.  2s.  ; F.  Brown,  Is.  ; W.  Bruce, 
i.  fid  ; Mrs.  Bushnell,  Is  ; J,  T.  Cattle,  2s.  fid. ; G 
Iharles,  Is.  3d.;  J.  Clarke.  1m.  ; G.  Coleman.  6s.; 
W.  D.,  10s. ; H.  W.  Davenport,  2s. ; J.  fl  Davis,  2s, ; 
00 ; Jonathan  Downtoii.  2s. ; C.  K.  Eley,  2s  fid  • 
V.  Everett,  Is.;  H.  A.  Freeman,  f3;  J.  G..  lOs.  ’ 
. ; W.  H.,  3s  : J.  TLeod.  Harris,  lOs. ; F.  Haworth, 
I.  fid.;  W Hurden,  Is,;  ••  Iconoclast, •'  7s.  fid.; 
Jackson,  Is. ; ••  Land  Ahead  ! ” lOs. ; G.  W.  Laws, 

A.  J.  M . £60;  J.  Macrae,  2s.  fid. ; G.  Macklin,  fid. ; 
1..  Mackie  Niven,  £10;  T.  Norris.  3s.  fid.;  North 
rh,  5s- ; North  Lambeth  Liberal  and  Radical  Club, 
M O'Leary.  lOs.  ; E R.  Phillips,  2s  fid.;  T.  H 

2s.  Cd. ; A.  Powell.  2s.  fid. ; Rev.  P.  Prime.  5s. ; 
L.  Reade,  £2  10s. ; Rev  F \V  Reade,  .5s.  ; D'Arcv 
Richardson,  Is  ; H.  Richman  Is.;  J.  Ricketts,  P.C.', 
B.  Riley , 08.;  A.  Ritchings,  1m.;  W.  Roberts,  2s.  6d.; 

B.  W.  Saunders,  £5 ; G Saunders,  Is. ; H.  Saunders, 

; G.  Sergeant,  2s.  ; per  W.  Shave,  £1  9s.  8d. ; J. 
jingle  Tax."  £2 ; "W  Smith,  2s  ; J.  Stephen,  2s.  fid. ; 
fid.;  F Thomas,  2s,  fid.;  Mrs,  R.  Thomas,  fid.; 
alker.  £50.  Mias  B.  Walter,  IDs. ; G.  Ward,  2s.  fid.  ; 
1.  Woodmausee.  Is,  Total,  £439  2s.  8d 

Abrey,  Is.;  A S.R.8.  (Bradford  Branch),  £1 ; 
lOs.  ; Bookbinders'  Union  (Bradford  Branch),  lOs  ; 
onncil,  £1 ; Leeds  Trades  and  Labour  Council,  £1  • 
P..  6s. ; G.  P Wight,  10s.  Total,  £4  1 7s.  Od 
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AN  URGKNT  APPEAI*. 

The  Members  of  the  League,  and  the  still  more  numerous  Public 
arnong  which  the  Red  Van  Reports  circulate,  have  hitherto  con- 
tributed but  a small  proportion  of  the  Special  Fund  by  means  of 
which  the  Red  Van  work  has  been  carried  on.  The  fact  is,  no 
doubt,  due  to  a general  belief  that  the  work  was  already  well 
provided  tor  by  guaranteed  subscriptions. 

The  guarantee  of  £1,000  a year  for  five  years  expired  in  1896. 
and,  owing  to  the  death  of  several  of  the  guarantors,  and  the 
inability  of  others  to  continue  their  subscriptions,  the  continuance 
of  the  Red  Van  work,  during  1898  and  succeeoing  years,  is  wholly 
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TO  THE  WORKERS 

IN  VILLAQ-BS  AND  TOWNS. 


US  / OE  SUBSCRI/H  lO\S 


Why  not  make  life  pleasanter  by 

START/NO  A WORKMAN'S  CLUB 


\V.  Abrev.  :.s  : |)r  <i.  Abbott.  *Js  r.,1  ; M.  Attwood.  Is.  ; \V 
lOs  ; S.  \V  tt.  Is  ; 1'.  Ibitly.  l0>  ; \V  IbiMrr.  I'-;.  '.i 

iM  cketl,  *is.  Ch]  ; t)  I{t‘:icb»in.  ^-is.  lid.  : .1.  Hlamirs.  Is.  ; A,  ('  ] 

•»s.  ; \\  II.  I{()(H1.  2s.  lid  : *r  IbtorilKill  2s  ; I’  IJrnun.  Is  ; 

Ii's.  : .1  liruiitMii.  12^.  lid  !Mrs  Husl  iudl,  Is  : .1.  i’.  ( atth',  ' 

CliiilU  lid.:  K (i  I biirlo.  Is  :u\.;  .J  (’Iiirkc,  Is  ; (,  CoIi 

: A.W  1>  Ills.  : II.  \V.  Di.vcni oil  2s  .1  H Davi-^.2s 
Diogenes  1*  uiid,  L'lno  di'mitlnin  Di'Untnn.  2s.  ('.  K.  Klc\ , 2-'  lid 

*;  i'n-'-maiu  I'::;  d!  (i.,  10» 

Dt*\  K 1 Ilanul.  os  A\  . J I . ;ts  : fl  'I  bend  H.‘irri>.  Ids,;  1'  Haworth 

tl  ; A.  Hii'KiiiOtt  2s  i>d.  \\  llurden.  Is  ; leoiinolast.”  7s.  lid. 

J \\  J , : (f  W dacksoii.  Is,;  ' Land  .\ljead  ! Ids  ; C»  I.aws 

II  Leatln  r D ; A.  .1 . . jt;oi) : J Marrae.  2s  lid  ; (J  Miicklin.  lid 

Mrs  Newlaii'i.  Is  : A Maekie  Niven,  i'lo;  T Norris.  i<s.  lid.;  Ntutl 
I»rixion  ( tladstinn^  ( hib.  .»s  North  I.Minbfth  I-ibeval  and  Kudical  ('lub 
's  T O I'eely  Is.:  M uj.tary.  In-  ; K U.  Thdlips.  2s  i d.  ; T II 
1 lerc'f.  Is  : ( Pike,  2s.  nd.  Powell,  2s  r-d.  . Ut*v  P.  I'rime. 

; 2-  nd.;A  Reade.  t2  lOs.  : ih  v 1‘  \V  Reade,  7-.  ; D Arc\ 

\\  . Reeve.  t:2(Hi  ; 'I'.  D Ivicburdsun.  1>  ; II.  Riehmaii  Is.  J.  Pdckett-  P i ' 
Is  . 1 1 . M Ride\\a\  .'.siP*.  Piili‘\..7s;  Riielmigs.  Is.;  \V.  Robert-  2 s fid 
Mis>  Ixobeits.  Is  : Mis.  \\  . Saunders  to  ; <i  Saunders,  Is  ; H.  Saunder- 
D.  II  Saul,  os.  ; ti.  Sergeant  2-.  ; per  \\  Shave,  tl  ^d.  .T 

>bul'llebuUoin.  Is.  ; ■ Single  Ta.\.’  12  ; W Muilb.2s  ; J St<  |.hen,  2.-.  lid 

T.  S d.  ."'tevens.  2s  ii<I  ; 1-  I bon. a-.  2s  lid.  : Mrs  R riiomas.  lid. 
i:  Tr  -w  os.  ; T ]'.  AValker  toO  Alis-  P,.  Walter,  pis.  ; Ward,  2-.  lid  : 
d P.  Wiglii.m-  ;d  (i  \\  oudmaiiseo.  Is.  Total  £439  2s.  8d 

f l \|).  W Abrey.  Is  : ,\  S R S.  ilintdtord  P>ranch;,  i*l 
Li'eds  No  2 Riauchi,  Ids  Rookldnder-  I nion  i iJriuU'ord  llraiieb  .Ids 
[ I uddir-Iield  Itadt-f  ouned.  tl;  I .ftds 'Trades  and  I .aboiir  ( on  mdl,  1 1 
ri'pinnill  IManeb  I I.  IV.  lis  p WiL'bt.  Ids  Total  £4  17s'  Od 


Rarralet 


where  you  can  meet  after  work  is  over  and  smoke  your  pipe 
and  read  and  discuss  the  news  of  the  day  in  your  own  club 
room,  talk  over  questions  which  affect  the  welfare  of  the 
Workers,  have  Music  and  Singing,  and  Games  of  all  kinds, 

hold  your  Union  Meetings  and  transact  your  business 
away  from  the  Public  House. 


For  full  information  how  to  do  this,  and  for  MODEL 
RULES  for  such  a CLUB,  send  a letter  to  the 

Working  Men’s  Club  & Institute  Union, 

CLERKENWELL  ROAD,  LONDON,  E.C., 

Which  is  a Federation  of  nearly  700  of  these  Clubs  and 
Institutes  and  supported  and  managed  entirely  by  workmen. 


If  you  can  arrange  a meeting  to  talk  about  starting  a 
Club,  the  Union  will  send  you  a 

SPEAKER  FREE  OF  CHARGE, 

on  your  applying  to  B.  T.  HALL,  Secretary. 


INVALUABLE  TO  PARISH  COUNCILLORS.  AND  ALL 
OFFICIALS  OF  WORKMEN’S  ORGANISATIONS. 


THE 

"HANDY  aUIDB  FOR  CHAIRMEN," 

Prion  6d.  (post  free  7d.),  from  the  Secretary  of  above  Union. 

All  the  Rules  of  Procedure  for  Public  Bodies,  Trade  Unions, 

Friendly  Societies,  etc. 

SPECIALLY  WRITTEN  FOR  WORKMEN. 


ADVEBTISEMENT.] 
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PBICE  ONE  SHILLING. 


THE  STORY  OF  MY  DICTATORSHIP. 

Jl  ^ecum  on  t6e  .^an5  Question. 


“ The  best  thiug  of  the  kind  we  hare  yet  had.'’  He^PY  G-eorge. 

“ May  it  girdle  the  earth  with  its  evangel  of  common  sense  and  human  justice." — 
William  Lloyd  Garrison. 

“ A remarkable  book  ....  Ought  to  find  a place  in  every  public  library,  and  on 
tlie  shelf  of  every  thoughtful  workinan.”--REyNOLDs. 

“Claims  attention  at  once  from  its  clear  and  graphic  style.”— Manchester 
Guardian. 

“ Able,  lucid,  and  forcible  ....  Clever  and  eminently  suggestive.”— Glasgow 
Herald. 

“A  clever  and  original  work  on  political  and  economic  science.”— Belfast 
Telegraph." 


“TifK  LIBEMTY  REVIEW:* 
(The  Organ  of  Monopoly  and  Privilege.) 

“ Not  quite  so  moonstruck  in  its  con- 
ception. perhaps,  as  * Looking  Backward,* 
but  certainly  as  completely  lacking  in 
practical  wisdom.” 


*^THE  CLARION.** 

(The  Organ  of  Socialism.) 

A tolerably  plausible  contribution 
....  to  the  backwash  of  reactionist 
propaganda.*’ 


GOVERNMENT  BY  THE  PEOPLE. 

BY  THE  AUTHOR  OF 

“The  Story  of  My  Dictatorship." 

Crown  8vo.  Paper  Cover,  la. 

“It  is  more  than  clever — it  is  sensible  and  suggestive.” — Methodist  Recorder. 
“A  popular  and  interesting  treatise.”— Scotsman. 

*‘  It  is  written  in  an  excellent  spirit,  and  no  doubt  will  receive  from  political 
thinkers  the  attention  it  deserves.’’— Nottingham  Guardian. 

BUSS,  SANDS  d FOSUB,  Burleigh  Street,  Strand,  W.C. 

A flem  Series  of  Cartoons  by  “Gynieiis” 

will  shortly  be  issued,  HAND-PAINTED,  at  SIXPENCE 
EACHfOn  thefollowingsubjects: — The  Church,  Law,  Politics, 
Labour,  Democracy,  Literature,  Parliament,  the  Land,  etc. 

These  are  suitable  for  Framing  for  Club  Rooms,  etc.,  or 
for  Portfolios.  To  be  had  at  all  Democratic  Clubs  and 
Associations. 

“ One  of  the  most  powerful  cartoonists  of  the  day.”— Daily  Chronicle 
“Both  the  mental  and  artistic  qualities  of  these  drawings  are  remarkable  . . . . 
A real  touch  of  iusi  ht,  a startling  profusiou  of  ideas.andaspiceofGilray’s  vigorous, 
direct,  brutally  frank  method."— Star. 

“ Oel1ghte<l  by  the  advent  of  a new  caricaturist,  Cynirus,  who  puts  into  his  satires 
and  cartoons  the  new  spirit  whic>i  is  stirring  men’s  minds  during  these  closing  years 
of  the  nineteenth  century."— Literary  Review. 

“ In  modern  caricature  Cynleus  stands  entirely  alone.  For  direct  and  forcible 
humour  his  work  is  unequalled.  There  is  no  living  cartoonist  more  able  to  preach  a 
moment’s  sermon.”— Review  or  Reviews. 

“ Fince  William  Hogarth  there  has  been  no  British  artist  with  whom  it  seems 
possible  to  compare  him.”  - Newcastle  Chronicle. 

“ Undoubtedly  Cynicus  will  take  high  rank  among  modem  humorists.”— 
Literary  World.  

CYNICUS  PUBLISHING  CO.,  59  Drary  Lane,  London,  W.C. 

ADVERTISEMENTS.] 


